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LAGS: EAGR, SA 

SUBJECT: PURCHASE BY SAG OF FLOUR AND RICE 
REF: (A) JIDDA 3759; (B) DHAHRAN 714 (NOTAL) 

1. JOHN B. PARKER, JR., AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST. DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES BRANCH, FOREIGN DEMAND AND COMPETITION DIVISION, 

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE, PAID BRIEF VISIT TO DHAHRAN AUGUST 29, 

1973. ALTHOUGH PARKER ARRIVED ON SHORT NOTICE, CONGEN 
ARRANGED APPOINTMENT WITH MOHAMMAD AND A. SOLAIMAN AL-SAADI, 
DAMMAM (RICE AND FLOUR IMPORTERS IN THE EASTERN PROVINCE) 

(REF B ). HE ALSO SAW THE ACTING GENERAL MANAGER OF THE GENERAL 
TRADING COMPANY AND THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE DAMMAM 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

2. PARKER DEPARTED FOR BEIRUT AUGUST 29 AND PLANNED 

SPEND SEVERAL DAYS THERE BEFORE TRAVELLING TO CAIRO. CONGEN NOT 
INFORMED ONWARD TRAVEL FROM CAIRO BUT UPON ARRIVAL 
WASHINGTON , PARKER SHOULD BE ABLE PROVIDE USEFUL 
INFORMATION ON HIS SHORT SURVEY TRIP TO EASTERN PROVINCE. 
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